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75,000 words
Dedication

To the love of my life and everyone else on the planet. Here’s to y’all.

Preface

A preface is where you discuss your writing process or the ideas that led you to write this book. These are typical for non-fiction books, but they are rare for fiction. Notice how this section uses Roman numerals.
Chapter 1

This is the start of the novel. Just select this text and start typing over it. Notice how the paragraphs automatically indent. There’s no need to insert a tab at the start of every paragraph like you did with a typewriter.

Here is another paragraph. If you want to create a section break (also known as a POV break, use the # Break style for that). Like this:

If you want to start a new chapter, insert a page break (Ctrl + Enter). Or in this template, simply type “Chapter x” on a line and then give it the Chapter Title style; this style automatically inserts a page break above the title, and then it correctly spaces the title down the page.
Many agents, editors, and publishers want you to use underline instead of italics because they are easier to read. This is especially true when using Courier font.

Why not use Times New Roman? Isn’t this a nice font? Well yes, it’s nice, and you might choose to use it when writing your drafts. I do. You fit more on the page, saving trees. However, because you fit more on the page, it takes a reader longer to get through your MS, making it seem like the pace is very slow. Also, publishers often use MS pages (in addition to word count) to calculate how long your book is. With Courier, you get roughly 250 words per page. With Times New Roman, you get much more.

Chapter 2: The Thought Plickens

It was a dark and stormier night than the night when Bulwer-Lytton wrote that famous line.
Just keep writing, just keep writing...
If you don’t know a name for your character, let me pass on a technique: Pick something easy to search and replace. For example, use XX for a woman and YY for a man. When you do your search and replace, be sure to include spaces around the characters and the replacement names to avoid changing something like Jamie Foxx to Jamie FoJane.
“That’s interesting,” she said.

“Oh boy, I’m so thrilled,” he said, rolling his eyes.
